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Naming of Raymond McCreesh Park 

Equality Impact Assessment

	1.
	Introduction



	1.1
	Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 requires Newry and Mourne District Council in carrying out its functions, to have due regard to the need to promote equality of opportunity:

· between persons of different religious belief, political opinion, racial group, age, marital status or sexual orientation; 

· between men and women generally; 

· between persons with a disability and persons without;

· between persons with dependants and persons without.

In addition, without prejudice to its obligations above, the Council shall in carrying out its functions, have regard to the desirability of promoting good relations between persons of different religious belief, political opinion or racial group.

	
	

	1.2
	Newry and Mourne District Council remains committed to fulfilling its responsibilities under Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 to promote equality of opportunity and good relations.  

We are undertaking an equality impact assessment in relation to the naming of Raymond McCreesh Park and seek views in relation to this matter. 

	
	

	1.3
	In relation to the nine equality dimensions referred to within Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998, we are interested in your views on whether:

· You can identify any potential positive and/or adverse impacts, with supporting evidence, in relation to the naming of Raymond McCreesh Park?

· You can suggest any mitigating measures to eliminate or minimise any potential adverse impact upon stakeholders affected?
We welcome comments on any perceived positive and/or adverse impact the decision to name Raymond McCreesh Park may have had on any particular group to which you may or may not belong.  

To assist you respond a reply template has been provided.  This can be found within Appendix 1 of the consultation document.  

Comments to be received by 7 January 2011. 

	2.
	Background



	2.1
	Raymond McCreesh Park is a play park located within the Newry Town District Electoral Area. The park was previously named Patrick Street Play Area and comprises a children’s play area and five-a-side soccer / basketball area.  



	2.2
	The decision to rename the park was taken at Newry and Mourne District Council’s Technical/Environmental Services Committee meeting on 30 April 2001 which considered the results of a postal survey of residents undertaken by Council within the local area (Daisy Hill) where the park is located.  

The result of the postal survey was as follows:

· 199 survey forms to householders  

· 73 returned (37% response rate)  

· 61 (84%) agreeing with the request and 12 (16%) disagreeing  

The 2001 Census figures for community background of Daisy Hill super output areas indicate:

· Daisy Hill 1 – 97.4% Catholic / 1.9% Protestant and Other Christian

                            / 0.2% Other religions and philosophies / 0.5% None

· Daisy Hill 2 – 96.1% Catholic / 2.4% Protestant and Other Christian
                           / 0.9% Other religions and philosophies / 0.6% None


	2.3
	The postal survey was conducted in response to a request received from Newry 1981 Hunger Strike Commemoration Committee to rename the Patrick Street Play Park as Raymond McCreesh Park. 

Raymond McCreesh, from the County Armagh village of Camlough, was an Irish Republican hunger striker who died on 21 May 1981 during the H-Block hunger strike.



	2.4
	Newry and Mourne District Council received a letter from the Equality Commission for Northern Ireland dated 7 February 2008 Re: Promoting Equality and Good relations in Newry and Mourne Council area 

This correspondence from the Equality Commission for Northern Ireland stated it is the responsibility of the Council to ensure compliance with both the letter and spirit of its statutory duties to promote equality of opportunity and good relations.

The Equality Commission’s letter referred the Council to the Equality Commission’s Guidance “Promoting Good Relations a Guide for Local Authorities under Section 75 of the NI Act”.  This guidance document was published in 2007 and provides public authorities with information and advice on implementing their good relations duty under Section 75 (2) of the Northern Ireland Act 1998.  

The Equality Commission quoted from the guidance as follows, 

‘Section 75 means creating an ethos, a culture, of good relations and recognising the need to promote good relations both within and between communities.  Promoting good relations can also involve tackling difficult issues such as the display of aggressive and intimidating flags and emblems, and taking steps to create safe and shared public spaces in towns and cities, that can be accessed and used by all sections of all communities.’ 

This correspondence also sought clarification as to whether Newry and Mourne District Council had undertaken a review of its policy relating to the naming of public spaces and/or policy relating to good relations and if so, the extent to which equality and good relations implications were considered.



	2.5
	Newry and Mourne District Council received a letter dated 24 April 2008 from Newry District LOL No 9.  This correspondence lodged a formal complaint that Newry and Mourne District Council has breached Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 in relation to the name of the park (Raymond McCreesh Park).



	2.6
	Newry and Mourne District Council’s Staff and Policy Committee meeting held on 13 January 2009 considered Legal Counsel opinion on this matter.  

The recommendation of the Staff and Policy meeting, which was ratified at the Council’s Monthly Meeting on 2 February 2009 was Council, 

‘proceed to carry out and equality impact assessment as specified under the Council’s Equality Scheme.’



	3.
	Chronology of events leading up to the naming of Raymond McCreesh Park 



	3.1
	Sign “Raymond McCreesh Park” erected within Patrick Street Play park without Council approval.

 

	3.2
	Newry & Mourne District Council receives letter dated 1 February 2001 from Newry 1981 Hunger Strike Commemoration Committee re: permission to rename the Patrick Street Play Park as Raymond McCreesh Park.



	3.3
	Technical Services Sub-Committee meeting on 14 February 2001

The correspondence received from the Newry 1981 Hunger Strike Commemoration Committee was considered at the above meeting.

The meeting agreed a decision could not be made without ascertaining the views of local residents.  It was agreed that residents within the Ballybot area would be surveyed and details referred back to full Council before a final decision would be made.  



	3.5
	Technical Services Sub-Committee meeting on 14 March 2001

At this meeting it was agreed that as the Ballybot area does not lie with the immediate vicinity of Patrick Street Play area, but lay within the Daisy Hill area, it was agreed the survey be circulated to residents within the Daisy Hill Ward.  

Completed survey sheets were to be returned by Monday, 2 April 2001.



	3.6
	Technical Services Sub-Committee meeting on 11 April 2001

At this meeting Council was advised of the result of the postal survey which was as follows:

· 199 survey forms to householders  

· 73 returned (37% response rate)  

· 61 (84%) agreeing with the request and 12 (16%) disagreeing  

The survey result was referred to Technical/Environmental Services Committee meeting on 30 April 2001 for consideration. 



	3.7
	Technical/Environmental Services Committee meeting on 30 April 2001

At this meeting it was agreed to approve the renaming of the Patrick Street Play Area, “Raymond McCreesh Park”.  

Following this decision Council proceeded to erect a bilingual sign renaming Patrick Street Play Area as, Raymond McCreesh Park.  



	3.8
	The “Raymond McCreesh Park” sign erected at Patrick Street Play park without Council approval was not removed and continues to also be located within the confines of the park.



	
	

	4.
	Current policy position of Council 



	4.1
	Newry and Mourne District Council’s current policy position regarding applications to name a Council building, facility or room after an individual person is as follows,

No buildings, facilities or rooms would be named after any individual person except in exceptional circumstances i.e. if someone is to be recognised Nationally or Internationally.  

This was agreed at the Council’s Staff and Policy Committee meeting held on 27 March 2007.



	4.2
	The minutes of the above meeting do not indicate the extent to which equality and good relations implications were considered.  In addition, the minutes do not indicate if any consideration was given to reversing decisions already made by Council i.e. the decision in 2001 to rename Patrick Street Play Park.

 


The document is available in alternative formats upon request. If you wish to make alternative arrangements for consultation please contact Colin Moffett, Equality Officer.

	All consultation will be taken into account.

Thank you for reading this document, and we look forward to receiving your views. 
	


Appendix 1: Response template – Newry & Mourne District Council consultation on the naming of Raymond McCreesh Park
	I am responding:
	as an individual
	

	
	on behalf of an organisation
	


	Name:
	

	Job title:


	

	Organisation address:
	

	Tel:


	

	Fax:
	

	E-mail:
	


In relation to the nine equality dimensions referred to within Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998, we are interested in your views on the following:
1. Please identify any potential positive and/or adverse impacts, with supporting evidence, in relation to the naming of Raymond McCreesh Park.

	


2. Suggestions of mitigating measures to eliminate or minimise any potential adverse impact upon stakeholders affected.

	


3. Please provide comments on any perceived positive and/or adverse impact the decision to name Raymond McCreesh Park may have had on any particular group to which you may or may not belong.

	


4. Please provide any additional information which you think may be relevant to this consultation.

	


	Please send your comments by

7 January 2011 to:
	Colin Moffett

Equality Officer

Newry and Mourne District Council

Monaghan Row

Newry 

BT35 8DJ 

Tel:  028 3031 3081 

Fax: 028 3031 3077  

Minicom: 028 3025 7859 

Colin.Moffett@newryandmourne.gov.uk
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